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NOURISHMENT (2015): Contemporary music for gamelan by composers 
Philip Glass, Jessika Kenney, Stephen Fandrich, Lou Harrison, Jarrad 
Powell and Al. Suwardi. Performed by Gamelan Pacifica, Jarrad Powell, 
artistic director; Jennifer Caine, violin; Sally Singer, cello; Jessika Kenney, 
voice; special guest, Heri Purwanto. Released by Gamelan Pacifica and 
Blind Stone Records. 

SCENES FROM CAVAFY (2010): Contemporary music for gamelan 
by the great American composer Lou Harrison. Performed by Gamelan 
Pacifica, Jarrad Powell, artistic directorm, with John Duykers, voice; 
Adrienne Varner, piano; Jessika Kenney, voice; Gamelan Pacifica Chorus; 
Gamelan Pacifica, Jarrad Powell, artistic director. This is the world-premiere 
recording of three major works in authoritative performances by Gamelan 
Pacifica, which had a long association with the composer, performing and 
giving the Northwest premieres of all his major works for gamelan. Released 
by New World Records.
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PROGRAM 

Gendhing Tukung, kethuk 4 kerep minggah 8, laras pelog pathet barang

Ladrang Wilujeng, laras slendro pathet manyura

Gendhing Candranata, kethuk 2 kerep minggah 
ladrang Retnaningsih, laras pelog pathet lima

Ketawang gendhing Kabor, kethuk 2 kerep minggah 
ladrang Krawitan, laras slendro pathet nem

Ladrang Léré-Léré Sumbangsih, laras pelog pathet nem

BIOGRAPHIES 
Darsono comes from a prominent family of music and theatre traditions in Central Java, 
Indonesia. He grew up in a small village outside of the court city of Surakarta, long 
known as one of the major hubs for performing arts in Indonesia, studying karawitan, a 
genre of music played with a gamelan (a primarily bronze percussion ensemble) from 
Central Java, as well as the revered art of shadow puppetry. He continued his studies 
at Institute Seni Indonesia, a national conservatory of the arts in Indonesia, where he 
graduated in 2002 with a Bachelor of Performing Arts and a major in traditional Javanese 
court music. Today, he is one of the most prominent musicians inside and outside of the 
city of Surakarta. At the royal court of Mangkunegaran, Surakarta, he serves as the main 
drummer for dances performed at the court. In the surrounding villages he is regularly 
featured as an accompanying musician at shadow puppet theatre performances 
(wayang kulit). At his alma mater, he teaches and inspires many young generations of 
musicians who are mesmerized by his improvisational practices on several instruments of 
the gamelan.

Darsono performed in the original production of Robert Wilson’s I La Galigo, which 
premiered in Singapore in 2004. He has traveled widely as a teacher and performer 
of music as well as a puppet master (dhalang) in Europe, the US, and Asia. In the US, 
Darsono has been an artist-in-residence at institutions including Wesleyan University, 
Smith College, Tufts University and Bates College. He is currently a Visiting Scholar at 
Cornell University. Darsono is proud to watch the traditional arts of his culture—the trade 
of his family for generations—become a bridge that allows him to travel far, experience 
various cultures and interact with people from all over the world. Darsono believes that 
within the domain of the performing arts, there is a “mysterious property” that allows 
people from various backgrounds to naturally come together, transcend differences, and 
reach a deeper mutual understanding.

Jessika Kenney is a vocalist, composer, teacher, artist, and healer, currently based in 
the Los Angeles area. Kenney has been a practitioner of sindhenan (Central Javanese 
solo female vocal music of the gamelan) since 1996 as a student of Ibu Hj Supadmi, 
and of Classical Persian music as a student of Ostad Hossein Omoumi since 2004. Her 
own live and recorded works tend to be radical interpretations or “headless translations” 
of literary, sacred, and other texts from these and other traditions that emphasize 
transformative energies, ritual, and extreme literalism. Kenney currently teaches 
“Learning to Scream” at CalArts. Her awards include the James W. Ray Distinguished 
Artist Award, The Stranger Genius Award with Eyvind Kang, and the Lionel Hampton Best 
Jazz Vocalist Award. Kenney taught at her alma mater Cornish College of the Arts from 
2007–2015 and was with Gamelan Pacifica from 1995–2015.

Gamelan Pacifica is among the finest ensembles devoted to the performance of music 
for gamelan in the U.S. Formed in 1980, it has performed extensively in the Pacific 
Northwest, as well as Canada and throughout the U.S. Gamelan Pacifica is an active 
and adventurous ensemble, with a reputation for creating diverse productions merging 
traditional and contemporary musical forms with dance, theater, puppetry, and visual 
media. They have been guest performers at The Smithsonian Institute’s Festival of 
Indonesia, New Music Across America Festival, Vancouver New Music Society, On the 
Boards, Walker Art Center, Performing Arts Chicago, and many others. In the Northwest 
they perform regularly and have appeared at the University of Washington, Seattle 
University, Town Hall, Cornish College of the Arts, the Seattle Art Museum, Evergreen 
State College, Centrum, Bumbershoot Festival, Arts in Nature Festival, University of 
Oregon, Whidbey Institute, CenterStage, and others. Visiting artists have included some 
of the most notable artists of Indonesia, including Rahayu Supanggah, Al Suwardi, 
Midiyanto, Heni Savitri, Peni Chandra Rini, Heri Purwanto, Sutrisno Hartana, Wayan Sinti, 
Didik Nini Thowok, Sri Djoko Rahardja, I Made Sidia, Endo Suanda, Dedek Wahyudi, 
Ki Purbo Asmoro, Goenawan Mohamad, and Tony Prabowo. Gamelan Pacifica’s 
recordings, Trance Gong, Scenes from Cavafy, and Nourishment, have received 
international acclaim. Gamelan Pacifica is a professional ensemble-in-residence at 
Cornish College of the Arts.
In addition to sponsoring the Javanese gamelan ensemble, Gamelan Pacifica is a 
well-respected non-profit arts organization that supports various programs and special 
projects relating to music and dance, with a special emphasis on cross-cultural and 
interdisciplinary collaboration. Gamelan Pacifica has been the recipient of numerous 
grants, including support from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Rockefeller 
Foundation, and Arts International. Gamelan Pacifica is currently supported in part by 
sustaining funds from the Seattle Office of Arts and Culture and 4Culture.

GAMELAN PACIFICA PERFORMERS
Noah Colbeck, Michael Dorrity, Stephen Fandrich, Ted Gill, 

Emily Hockel, Austin Larkin, Will Lone, Deena Manis, Jarrad Powell, 
Sean Ryan, Troy Schiefelbein, Stephanie Shadbolt, Jesse Snyder, 

Dick Valentine. With guests Mindy Johnston, Chris Miller, Roger Nelson.


